Toward zero pancreatic fistula after pancreaticoduodenectomy with pancreaticogastrostomy.
Postoperative morbidity after pancreaticoduodenectomy has been associated mainly with the development of pancreatic fistula. However, postoperative complications unrelated to pancreatic fistula cannot be disregarded after pancreaticoduodenectomy. The aim of the present study was to investigate the postoperative morbidity in a large series of pancreaticoduodenectomies with pancreaticogastrostomies without pancreatic fistula. The present study analyzed the data from 194 consecutive patients undergoing a pancreaticoduodenectomy with a pancreaticogastrostomy between July 1997 and June 2003 in whom no postoperative pancreatic fistula occurred. The overall rate of postoperative morbidity was 33.5%. Specific and general complications occurred in 16% and 17.5% of the patients, respectively. An American Society of Anesthesiologists (ASA) score of 3 and blood transfusion were the only independent factors associated with postoperative morbidity. Our study found that the overall morbidity after a pancreaticoduodenectomy with a pancreaticogastrostomy still remains high even in the absence of pancreatic fistula and is associated with the preoperative medical condition (ASA score) of the patients and with blood transfusion.